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Masters of Disguise

Natural History and Care of Australian Leaf-tailed Geckos

caplive care requirements of these beautiful and cryplic

Mature realy is a wondeartul thing. Evanyaherns
we |loak arcund ws, animals ard plants have
daveloped amazing and bizarme adaplatians
thraugh the forces of nadural salection, to
slightly increase their chances of survival ower
thair ralatives whi |k these charachanaics
Mary of these features provide their owner
an improved ablily o avod debsclion by
predators, usually by soma anrhanoement to
their camaufiage, allowing fem 1o bland o
thair anvirenmant more alliciently. One group
that is a frue rxponent of this art & the Leat-
Laied Gecko, the Basl known of wihech possess
w broad, Aeshy 1ail st s distincty kaad-shapad
and futher amamented weth spines and
hubarciilas o assisl he gecko 1o &2appaar milo
the background. Tha effect of this is o break
ug the oulline of the kmard and confuse amy
pabantiad pradaton, In the avant that tha pradatar
seas (hrough the dlusion, the gecko can revert
o the Iried and besled hzand escape lachc of
dropping its tail as a distractian, although unlike
sorne olfier species, leaf-tails only possass one
freciure plane &t tha basa of the 18l 50 thea whicle
app=ndage has o be shied and a complete new
one reganeralad. This regrown tail never has
the same calour or omamentatan of the ariginal
Eeul = dislincive shapea is retained.
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Aa well 88 essiEting wilh concaalment, the
bizarre tail is also used as a threat and as a
meihad of communication sith alar Leal-lails,
In the mwent of & trespass Inde As personal
space, mither by a predator ar amather Leaf
iail, many spacias will respond by arching the
hody towards tha intruder and then rasing the
lail almosl verlically ard 1iling il in ha same
diraction, Tha wida, sl 1all & then sineowsly
waved fram side 1o side ke a flag, exagperating
he siza ol e geciko ard showsng thal il k2 ready
1o dedend itsel and s tericny. If this lechnique
& unsuccassiul, e next slep is 1o unge at tha
gpposibon, often with back-up fram thie wasing
fail, and 1o complate wilh raspy squeaks as an
addilicnal dabarenl

Thame are curerdly 15 species of Leaf
lailed Gecko recognised in Ausiralia, spread
guar thres ganara (eae Table 1) Saduanis
comains six species confined o the sast coas]
af Australia, from nomhem New South Walea
ip the southern part of Cape York. These are
the bigge=t of e Ausiralian spacias, wilh somes
EpECMEns axcaading 140mm in snout-vent
l=ngth and a total length of over 250mm. Oraya
ha= anly one epacies Irom e Molisraith Ranga
n far Morth Queensland. B s a sirange gecko
with a very elongated reck and oval shaped
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tail Fimally, Phpiiius oonlaing ninge of the
smallest species including the most commenly
encoumered ol the group, the Sydney Braad-
talled Gacko (8 plafuris), and & couple of
species thal are classed as Leaf-laled Geckos
but have a cylindrical fail more normally
encoundered in other krard species. Seweral
PEw fpecies have been described n orecant
years and undoubledly more reamain 1o be
ramed. Many of the new species are resirclad
o sngle moantaing o small haghland ranges
isplated from their compafnots by changes in
dlirrale and vegelation during recenl millernia

Tha group s & whaola i lergaly confinad
ta mpist, headly forested habitals and wre
aoftan afaaciabed wilh reck oulcrape 6F Baouldar
fizids, Some, such as the Modhen Leadtail
(5 coralus] are predominanty  rainforest
inhabitants, while others such as tha Sydnay
Beroad-tail and the Granfe Ball Lead-tail (S
wiyharbe} afa primanly stsociated wilh mock
escarpments and ouwicraps of sandsione and
granibe. Like most geckos, fhey are iotally
nachumal. amerging fram thair daylima redrasts
in hollow trees and mock cravices ba li= in wal
far unsuspscling prey o pass by Typicaly
this ambush mode conssss of the lzard's
remaining molionless in & wverlical paosilion
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withen 1ha cage will masxe it Aifcull o maintain gensilivity 1o heal s rellectad in ther ganaral
thie lenva rumidity at carfan limsa ] lack of Hhesmi quilatary
year & sysiem incorporating small vents at repliles, all of which require some sou
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factors including the species caoncermed, the
tme of yaar and the praveiling tempsaratunas
and humidity. During hot weather, beo ar aven
mare appications par day may ba required.
Howavaer, normally & bght spraty awvary 2-3 days
should suffice, reducng fo twice a week during
coplar paricds whan the lizands are less active.
Regardiess of these vanables it s advisabla that
the enclosure be pammittad o dry oul Tor shan
pericds of bme Detwasn SprEyIngs. Anathar
more long lasting oolion & o pravide a sowce of
hiurnidily within the andasure. An opan Opped
plastic cantainer of maist sphagnum moss, or
alter type ol moisture rebaniye medium, can
b instalied imo the encleosura and maislened
as reguired. ‘Water in the mediom wil slowly
avaporale providing a cooling efect &5 well
as maindaining e humidsy, The othar benedi
af this type of fumishing = fat female geckos
cAM GG hia madium a5 an ego-eying site when
required, burging Beir eggs ina maisl suosirate
o anaure thay do nal dabydrate. A small dish of
clean, fresh water should also be supplied in the
cape ol all imes.

Blonitor thie skin condiion of leat-1ails vary
closely as this wil be the best indicatar tha
e caplive ervironmen is suilable. Piecas of
reaingd skin afer sioughing, particuiary arcund
the ioes, head and tail, ars usualy the first
indicaton that insufcient humicity has baen
pravided. If this do=s occur, it =0l necessary
o soak the lizards in an atlempl b remove e
ald skin. pst enswe thal humddy kevels ane
ramead and old skin sloughed aff al the next skin
shed. If the cage s 100 moist, bistanng of tha
weniral surlace, or fungal infectons of the skin
will bescame evidenl, and will need bo be Irealed
by a wrennanan, Adusiments o the capiee

erviranmerl will nesd 1o be made.

Moat leal-igils will Bccapt & wide varialy
of invertabrate food ilems, inclding al the
readily available commancially produced insects
such as cnckels, cociroachas, mealworms
and grasshappers. The larger speces in the
proup can teckla quite substantial prey ibams
such as ihe grasshoppers, cicadas, peant
meahworrng, ebc. None ol e speces has
A kg appatite, probably 8 reflecton of thair
relafively low aclivity and melabolic rates.
Adullz of mosl speces will thrive on wo Teads
a waenk consstng of 4-5 appropriately sized
prey ilems. This fseding rabe can be ncreasad
ta thrae timas per waeek for breeding famales
and juveniles. As fnely-lunmed ambush hurrlers,
Leat-taits will wsually have no problem kcating
I food imems in their enclosure, Howswvar,
training specmens o accepl prey from forceps
I8 & good habit 1o get o &2 1 will anable &
kesper to ensure all captves are receiving their
lair ahare of food Rams, Dusting of food neeclz
with calcum powdar shauld be camied out once
& week and a combination of calcium with D3
pus a mulbvitamin powsar should be added to
food fems approcmately every 7-10 days.

Captive Reproduction

Leaf-tailed Geckos are relalively slow growing
companad 3 some othar gecko speces. The
larger varieties in particular may take 34 years
la reach reproductive size; the smaller Flpiie
species usualy lakes 2-3 years. Sexng &
relafively straightforward, and is effected by
examinaton of the undarsicda of the basae of he
@i regon. Males exhibit hemipenal swellings
on each side and posbarion b e venl Thay are
also generally bess robus! than lemases inoall

species, sspecally around the abdominal area.
Sewing is usually possible once jUvariles rasch
10-14 months of age.

All Laal-tails can be maintainad ogether in
pairs, of tnas of one male and two femabes, Al
year raund. Mo separation is reguired 1o achiewss
successiul reproduction. While malas are bes
apgrassive bowards sach ather than some other
geckn groups, il breeding is planned, it & nol
advsable o kasp marg than ong male In @n
apdosure as Mis can cause some slress and
disnuplon amongsl he cage’s occupanls and
possibly hinder mating activity. A winier cooling
period i probably benefical Tor stimulaling
bragding in moat species and I8 essaniial in
sauthem species such as the Granibe Beh
Leal-lal (5 wyberba) Maling usualy bagng
m marty spring (Augusi-Septembar), with the
fist clulches of tao eggs being produced
by most species in lsle September-Dctober
The developing eggs can be absersed in the
ab=domen of smallar specias bl b thickar akin
af tha large Salhsarus spacies makes it harder
1o observe the eggs unlil they are faidy well
formad. The group cam be quis produchve with
females producing 3-4 clutches per season with
8 ZB-0 day intarval babwesan culchas,

Like mast Ousiradan geckos, Leaf-ails
produce & flexible parchmeni-shelled egg
that will repidly debwdrate amd shrisal If niod
mantaned in & moist, humid smerocnmend,
Ty enaung sqeE femain n goed condian and
thus wable, a sullable oviposibon sie shoukd
be provided at all times during the breeding
saas0n. Tha simplast way 10 da This is o provida
an area of the enclosure where the subsirats
i BO-Thrmim deap and s kepl conslantly maisl,
Allemalively, & contaner of most meda 5Luch
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amamentad 1ails. Sat halchlings up in small
cantainers initially io ensure they regularty come
in comlact with food ileme. A conlaner arnsnd
22028 cm hagh = perfect for 2-3 haichlings
far the first 4-8 months. The fumishings should
be similar in fashion 1o those . the aoul
enclozure, with wertical sirips of bark to provide
plerty of hiding apals. Mo water dish should
b supplied inftially as thes will only serve as a
drawning spat for feed insscls. Insbead, spray
the caga ragularly (3-4 timas & week should
be sufficient), allowing it o dry out befesen
sprayings. Hadchlings w=ually anan't inlenasied
in food unbl they are D=7 days oid, at whech
stape smal crickels are lhe deal stafing food.

Leal-1ails are nat beg ealers so dont providea
foo many food #ems ai one lime, otheress
Wy will be a8 o run areund the cage and will
ragidly iose their nuinbonal value, Instead, oSer
2-3 crickels for each gecko, 2-3 fimeas a week,
dusiing with & Ccalciumymultivilamin  poswdar
once 3 week and with straight calcium powder
al ofher feeda, Calciem s very important for
graowing Leafdails, and d A is nol prowvided
regularly, spinal defarmibies can desslop as the
QECHD Qrows

Leaf-tmiled Geckos make fascinating
caplive subgacta, and allhough soms sgecag
do have a repulation for being a Mile delicate
when il comes 1o heat and drmess, olhers ars

Tabides 1. Lisl of cumanily describad Ausiralian Leal-taied Gacko spedias.

SPECIES
Orraya goculius
Fhiylurus amnicala

Friylunus caudannulatus

DISTRIBUTION

Mclteraith Rangas, Morth Cueansland
ML Elicd, Morth Queenslard

Bulburin and Cakview Slale Foresls, South-easi Cueansland

hardy, easy care rapbles. Im my apimon, tha
best af the bunch s the Rough-throated Leaf-
tail, 5. salabynoiz. This species s Brge and
spectacular, wery easy o maimain and breed
and is probably the toughast af e group when
It comeas o the capbve environment. B I8 Bls0
a long-eed species, with a Ife expectancy in
caplivily probably emcasding 25 vears Whis
availabdity is sbll low, small numbers are bred
every year and they are wel warth fracking
down and atquinng. Thay ara by uniquea
and amazng members of the Australian
herpaiofauna

Friylunug. champion as
Fhyluiruis gulban
Fhiylurus isis
Fhiylurug kabikabi
Phiylurue nepthyz
Friylurus ossa
Fiyliunus plaluns
Salluarius cormulus
Salluanus katae
Salluanus maritzi
Salluanus salebrosus

Saluanug swain

Saluarius wyberba

Cameron Crael and Slue Moumain, Ceniral eastam Oueenalard

Faluma Ranga, Narth Cueanaland

M Blackwaod and ME Jukes, Cenlral eastam Cueanaland

Crakview Stale Foreat, Sauth-eas! Quesnsland

Clarke Ranga, Ceniral aastarn Qusansland

kil Ca=a, ML Charlion, M Dryander and Correay Rangs, Cenlral saslem Cuesnsland
Sydney sandatana bagin from NSW Cantral Coast 1o Kiama in the south

Rainforeats of Nanh Quesnsiand from Coakiown 1o soulh of Caims

Richmand Rangeas, Morth-aas! NSW

Morlb-aast NEW from around Coffs Harbour sculh o Buladetah

Several ecalbered populations in Southem Queensland fam Blackdown Tablefand seulh 1o Bulburin State Fores|

Rainforests of Norh-easi N3W and Soulh-aast Qusensland

Granite belt of North-eastern NEW and South-easiem Qusensland



