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Slick, smooth and beautiful...
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Lizard specialist Rob Porter shares his knowledge of these affraciive and easy fo keep beauties.

Skink= are oftan overlooked &=  caplive
pubjacts o lewouwr of thair more spaclacular
langes couging, suUch 8= Moniore and dragons.
Hiwgoes, some ol Austraka's emall ekink
BpacEaE make raBE"IE‘IiﬂQ. aasy-cana submcls
Ihaal ara undamanding as 16r &2 disd and CBgNg
reuirameants arg concernad, and none maorna s
Ihaam the two speceas of Sandswimimar,

Up unvid raperlly, (1] Jenus
Ergmigstincig contained only e Broad-
bandad {E rchardsam) amd Marmow-banded
Sendswimmears [E. Mesciodalig], bul & recenl
sCcEnin: paper (Mecke el al, 2009) added a
Turther aighl species previously ncluded in
e genus Faphpomonphus, plus a neawly
describad spacas (£, Mushvis).

All are alongale lizands with amall limés, and
all lead a Tarly secralive lite benealh cover mosl
of The limsa, Tha bwo specas examingd hara wil
raadiy axhibil rue "sandewimming” ahaviaur
in caplivity, bul ence astlled, will bacome guils
lgme and will rapidly leam fesading roulinas,
happily emerging al any Gme of e day lo
acepl tood tom fingars.

EEI'Ilﬂhlﬁﬁ'll'r'lr'lg i a hipe of looomolon
lhal takas advaniage of a long body, providing
propulaion willk l.Il'llﬂu|E¢r'|ﬂ e an ke lhrcuugh
a fine, fiabke subsiale. Thara ara saveral
epacws of lizard and ardake which ulifEa (hia
foemn of locomobion rom the desedts ol [he
warld, including tha Shovalsnouled Lizard
[Aparnasund anchiatas) fnom the Mamib Daserl
af Alrica and the Sandlish [(Soincug schicus),
1hal irdalils the northerm Alrican dededts.

Along wilh the beo Ausiralian species, these
supertly adapled animals mave wilk a siruous,
Eﬂ'ir'l'll'r'l'l"lﬂ moban hiough he dasert aand a Tew
cerlimealres balow he suface, often leaving a
diglinetioa wave pallemm an he swlace. Thar
sales are amaooth and glossy, reducing ficton
an 1ha EI.I'I'I:II.I"IIjI'rﬂ guibiglrata. Mn'l'l"lﬂ baraath
1he Bubstrale aurface provides bws advaniages

i these lizards: it besiows 8 degres of
probeclion from predators, and il allows the
izards 10 ramain undetacted by spproaching
prady ibams.

Sandswimmears appaar 1o De able 10 serca
moament ol kaod ibams on the surace nearby,
and will oiban amerga with spead ¥ ambush an
ngacl. Mot all thair Gme is apsant underground;
1hey will readily forage on the suiace and wil
aled use objects b0 hide benaath rather than
uging e gubslrate. Sardswimmens ana wsually
orapuscular in their acivity, which maans thay
are mist active aary in the moming or laba in
1he aftermaon.

Thi bwo Australian specag an wary gimiler
in Bppearancs with the cvious diffenance Deing
1he width and numier of darker bands oar tha
pala brown badkground colour. The Mamow-
banded Sandaswimmens (£ fesciolatus) has 35-
40 narmow bands along the body and teil while
1h& alighily larpar Broad-banded Sardawimmer
{E. mchandsoni) has only 18-32 {(Wilson and
Swan Z008)

Both species ana distribuied in an easi-aas
band Through the arid ansas of cenlral Austraka,
ragching tha coast in Westam Ausiralia and
almosl bo e coasal in soulfern Quesensktand,
The Broadbanded Sandswimmer ranges
Turther 10 the soully than the Marmow-banded
speciag and geams o b a litthe lees spaciic in
s habital reguirameants wiilising day and rocky
subedrales g5 wal 88 sand while the maros-
banded apacieg s more mesiicted o sardy
aress espacially no associlion with spiniasx
lussocks.

Caplive Maintenance

The Broad-bandsd Sandswirnmer s  mana
comiman in caplivity and thus mone readily
avalable o Auslralisn hobbyists, howaver, in
Vicloria, legislation curenlly pammils only he
MNarrow-banded Sardawimmes [E. lesciolaliesg)

1 ba kegl and this apeceas B a Iftle harder (o
lacaba,

Thie caplive hiaabandny Tor tha fed species s
wary simitar and they are exoallan for beginner
iz the hobly a8 their anvircnmeantal neads ara
s@mple. A pair of lizards can ba comilorably
hiciised in an encloeung araund B0x3I0xI0CEm in
==

A ﬂ|BE$- aquarium & ideal and becausa
the=s apimale canngd climb glase, a lid = nod
NeCaanary, gxcapt 1o axclude cals or olher
threats, Other typas of cage maledials are akso
Euiilakbla, E[rll:l.lﬁrl oma par ol e subalraba
neads 10 B kepl moial 81 &l limas &0 this
skl be lakan 0 considarabion if 8 limber
conatniclion i wsed

They ara nol wsuslly aclive during e
hotlest part of the day and thamalore do nol
hava a8 graat naed Tor Mgh tamperalures for
Desking. A low wallagse lamp or under-1ank
Figsal pad sRuated al ane end ol e anclceun is
wdeal and a hat sped of arclind 320C i sullickan.
The heal souncs ahould be umed off oF down
at might. The oiher and of the encloalns shodkd
nol axcesd ZBC for ||:r'|g pariads E"I"'Ilﬁl..lg"l
the specas & lairy handy amd wil wilhstand
lemparalsnas in he low 1o mid 30 for ahor
peripda of lirsa,

Mo ulravialal ig']l_ SOUFCE B NEoEaaany,
Cold winler emperalures do nol really worry
them and winbar nighls down 1o single ligunas
ane mal & problesn — ey may ayven be imponant
for synchronising braeding cycies,

Ful'l'liﬁﬁl'a'.]ﬁ canm be kepl wary gimgla, with
il & S lEver of i sand oovering the Roor
al the encloswe and nothing &ea, howewar il is
prelarable 1o provida three oF four rebaaals for
agch par o ansune ey can avoid asch alher
¥ nesegasny.

Thesa ralreats can ba uplurned planl pol
sAwcans wilh an enlry nolch cul in one gida, oF
piecas of bark il a more rabural loak @ pralerred.



Focks can be used but musi De stable to ensure lizards &ne nod
crushed benaesth them. It is & good idea 1o place one Aat nock directly
ad@cent to the heat source, a8 this wil retain the hest for & pericd
of time afar tha heat hes bean tumed off and will provide a usaeful
tharmoneguiation site for the lzards, Place tha ook directly on the
Tezor of the andosure rather than on the sand, as this wil sbap lizards
irying to burrow benaath it end it will absorh heat more efficiently from
e Mgl pad Do,

If & more raburaliatic enclosune k= requined, decorations such &3
dead wood and even succubent plants may be provided, although
1hese lizards can be disnupthve whan moving though the subsirate.
O part of the enclosure must be maintained with a permananly
matst guairate and ideally this should have soms cover placed ovar
il. Lizards will readity use this area belore their skin ahad o enaura all
e oibd skin sioughs propaiy and ne old skin is retaned. This can be
A particular problem arourd the toes and 8 buikd up of consirncive oid
SN MeY evaniually resirict the DIood Circulation in e extremilies. A
amall bowl of water ahduld be provaded af all times.

Sandswimmears are unsalecive aboul their food insects and they
will lackla pray ilema of gulte subslantial size. Commarncialy avaitabia
ingects such as crickels, cockroaches and mealwarms ana all good
Trod Bams, though the latier should be used aparingly.

Dust food insects with & Good guality calciurmimulivilamin posdar
once B oweek, mong Trequently lor growing juvenies and grevid
femalies, Feeding lima often inggers 8 greal deal of exclement in
s lizards, culminating in the rapid vibration of the tips of their taiks.
This sometimas results in a cege-maba mestaking & teil for 8 pobantial
meal, and may lead o the lods of par of the 1. Ay ket tails will

bt niod 1o the sama length and colour of the ongingl. Food
should be offersd twics & weak (o adulls and 3-8 Bmes par weak for
juveniias during e warmer parts of Ihe year and parfBos once evany
10-14 days during coaler pariods.

Sandssimimars ang prons o abesily 80 mordar their food intake
carefully. The first aigrs are usually a grossly dislended base of the
18, and il Ihis does develop, immediately cul back he requency and
quantity af lesds. Inwvery low lemperatunes leading should be stopped
completely &3 lizands with good body condiion can sunive several
manths vwillout Tood @ necessany.

Breeding
Sandswimmens, parlicularly younger animals, are nol sy 1o Bex
Whin malue it may be pogsible 1o evert the hemiperes of the males
by genlly rolling the thurrid up lowards Be veel Form behird, but this
i an acquired echnigue and 8 SUCCESs May vary acconding bo the
lirmea of yesar,

Fully malue females tend (o be alightly larger end more robust
than the males, aspecially sround the head and abdemen, If Broeding
is planned, it woukd be sdvisabls 1o obtaln seversl juveniles and
heouse them logether intialy. As they malure the dominant skinks will
begin 1o pick on the mane subordinale specimens, which rusl be
ramoved olhensise The eggression may evenbially prove fakal,

Kiep suborEnate animals and eventually the remaining
two lizards should be a compalible pair. Aggression i nol restrcled
1o msakes as famales can bea ]I.ﬂ-l 83 Terosious lowands an unwelcome
Ezard, either maks of lamals.

Ornoe a compalible pair has bean eslablished, reproduction
should pecur wilthaul ary further input fram the keeper. A cosling
pericd i prabably usef in the limng of Be reproductive cycles,
allhaugh Big may smply be supplied by he ralursl seasonal ambient
mF-nmtum Muclualicng arcund He enclosum aver winlee, l‘!'l.ltl'lg
usually bagins in August'Seplember and the fral clilch of aach
seasan i usually laid around he baginning of Oclober wilh regular
addilicral chilches every 35 weeks unll labe February, Femsle
sandawimmers are extrernely productive lizerds and ¥ planty of lood
is supplied 4-5 chlches of 6-8 egos may be produced by & snge
Termals in ane Beasen,

The maist area of e encloaure deseribed abave will also double
a8 an agg-kying ste and waler should be added regularly during the
breeding seascn 82 eggs kaid in a dry subalrate wil rapidly sebydrale
and will shrival and besame unvishle wilkin s Tew hours.

Walch the fernale closely and her sudden loss of mid-bogy g
will be lhe best indication thal the aggs have been laid. Carefully
excavaba [he laying sibe 1o axposa Me eggs; hey are guite small and
deficale s axlract ham wilh care. Ramoys Iham rom he enclosuns
immedialety, ag the norral digging actiily of the adulls ray dislsb
of damags the aggs.

Egge should be incubaled al 28-30C in & maoisl madivn such
ag warmicuibe, parfita, sphagrum moss o éven sand. They do nol
seem 1o be cvelly serstive 1 e moislure conlenl of the incubatien
rwstiien, with U standard 1:1 ralio by weighl of water Tor verniculile
or perlile working well. Al lhis lemperature the eggs should halch in
arsund 45 days. Try ol 1o fotabe the anentalion of the eggs when
trarsferting them & the incubalion cantainer,

Mewly amarged hatchlings ane very stiractive wilh bighl ararges
heads and are fast and very aclive within a few minules of kalching,
w5 eare should be taken when Fansfaring them Trom Be incubatien
contairer 1o Ser raiging endosure. A similer selup 1o that wed far

Aggression is not restricted
to males as females can be
just as ferocious towards
an unwelcome lizard, either
male or female.

Dppasite page: Broad-bandsd Sanaswirmvner [Erariadcincas mofhandson).
This paga: 01, 02 and 03 Nermow-Dandad Sandswdmmer [Eramasciicis
richaveleanny)
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Sandswimmers are fascinating and attractive
captive subjects and their undemanding
requirements make them an ideal subject for
someone just beginning in the hobby.

aduilia is e, and il i podaible 1o houase & |EI'Q'|'-."
group of juveniles togather withoul sny conflic,
provided ey are smilar in size.

Tail rigpirg can be a problem wilh jueweniles
ol markedly dBlering size, Mough this is usualy
caused by an over-eager feeding rasponss io
the excited Ll vibrating of ofer izards rether
than amy atlual agg:mei-:ﬂ. Make aure hars
ara planty of rafuge sies for the bebias bo Svaid
each olher @ necossary. As with the adults, it
ig imporiant o keap e subsirale in one comear
al e andosure permanentty moigl 0 ensure
successful skin shedding. Just ke Seir parens,
hm;.- sandswimmeans hawve wary heallly appetiles
and will stari ealirg within 24 hours of hatching.

They will conlirue o acoapt food almast
wheneves il s offered. Rapid growth rales will
mean e lizards will reach bf&l‘.‘ﬁ"lﬂ gize Faoler
but his may ulimately lead to redused langevily
af malaholic problems such a8 bone diseasa.
ideally, feeding should be raslricied 1o Bree af faur
faedings per week with each juvenile provided wilh
58 s preprialely sized inascls lhal have been wel
dusted with caleiumimuivitamn powder. Heallhy
Sardawimemers will raach I'I'IHlLl'il.:.l al anaursd we ar
three years of age, alhough aggressive behaviour
betwaen e cage males may sla belore his.
For the reasons deseribed above, hay shauld be
rnonilored very closaly ard any viclirised lizards
rEmed

Sandewimmeans are fascinaling and abiraclive
capive  subjects  and  iheir  undemanding
reguiremenls make lbam an ideal subject for
Eameone jusl beginming in the habby. They wil
rapidly salile inba their enclosusd and soan laarm
o recoqnise feir keeper and the sagnals mat it
i food tme. Evenlually they will become tame
amough ta readily accepl food from Tingers. Their
inguigilive personalily will andear lhem to bath
novice and exgerienced replile keepers alike, and
ther urique subbamranean lifestyds makas tham
EVER MRS Shedial
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Reptile Displays - Reptile Demonstrations
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